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Acronyms
BAS British Antarctic Survey

EU European Union

IEA International Energy Agency

IMO International Maritime Organization

IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

JNCC Joint Nature Conservation Committee

MARPOL International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships

MPA Marine Protected Area

NERC Natural Environment Research Council

RFMO Regional Fisheries Management Organisation

UKHO United Kingdom Hydrographic Of�ce

UN United Nations

UNCLOS United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

Canada

Kingdom of Denmark  
(including the dependencies of 
Greenland and the Faroe Islands)

Finland

Iceland

Norway

Russian Federation

Sweden

United States of America

�e Arctic States 
(the Member States of the Arctic Council):
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A changing Arctic

The Arctic, like many other parts of the world, 
is facing changes predominantly caused by the 
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“Discovering the Arctic”

Polar matters are part of the English National 
Curriculum for geography at both primary and 
secondary school.  To support delivery of the 
curriculum and promote education on polar 
matters generally, the Royal Geographical 
Society (with IBG), in partnership with the 
British Antarctic Survey and the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science, developed 
discoveringthearctic.org.uk.    

Discoveringthearctic.org.uk is a unique, 
dedicated web-based microsite that facilitates 
in-depth analysis and commentary on issues 
relevant to the Arctic for UK secondary school 
pupils.  The website provides guidance for 
teachers in its use in the classroom, and covers 
geography, biology, environmental science, 
physics, chemistry, geology, government and 
politics, leisure and tourism.  The interactive, 
multimedia format supports a range of features 
including web-based media applications, 
discussion forums, teachers’ access and web 
links.  

Since its launch in 2009 the site has been 
positively reviewed and well-used by teachers, 
and in April 2010 the website received a Silver 
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2.  �e UK’s approach to the Arctic

The UK is the northernmost country outside of 
the eight Arctic States; the northern tip of the 
Shetland Islands being only 400km south of the 
Arctic Circle.  

This closeness, combined with a long tradition of 
exploration, has given the UK a historic interest 
in the Arctic that dates back to the voyages of 
discovery.  

However, the UK’s interests go much further 
than simple geographical proximity or historical 
endeavour.  The inextricable links between the 
Arctic and global processes means that non-
Arctic States such as the UK have legitimate 
interests and roles to play in �nding solutions 
to many of the most pressing issues facing the 
Arctic.  

So what role should the UK play in the 
stewardship of the Arctic?

Vision

The UK will work towards an Arctic that is safe 
and secure; well governed in conjunction with 
indigenous peoples and in line with international 
law; where policies are developed on the basis of 
sound science with full regard to the environment; 
and where only responsible development takes 
place.

All the UK’s policies towards the Arctic will 
contribute in some way towards the realisation of 
this vision.  The vision will be supported by three 
principles:

(i) Respect

The debate around the Arctic is sometimes 
presented as a dichotomy between protecting the 
environment, portraying the Arctic as a pristine 
wilderness that needs to be saved in its current 
form, and the race for territory and resources, 
with an absolute disregard for the Arctic 
environment or those that live there.

In reality, policies need to be found and 



(ii) Leadership

The UK believes that fundamentally, leadership 
for Arctic stewardship rests with the eight Arctic 
States and the peoples within those States.  



This Framework

This Framework is intended to be a clear 
exposition of Government policies towards the 



UK funded Arctic research

The UK has a large, active and growing Arctic science community, with at least 77 UK institutions 
involved in Arctic research, including 46 universities and 20 research institutes.  In 2011 alone, more 
than 500 individual UK scientists with registered Arctic interests produced over 500 Arctic-related 
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3.  �e human dimension

The bedrock on which all of the UK’s policies 
towards the Arctic are based is the fact that the 
region must be one that is peaceful, stable and 
well governed.

Therefore, the �rst tenet of UK policy towards 
the Arctic is to support and work cooperatively 
and constructively with the eight Arctic States 
and the Arctic’s indigenous peoples, bilaterally 
and multilaterally, through fora such as the Arctic 
Council. 

The UK remains committed to preserving the 
stability and security of the Arctic region.  This 
objective will be pursued through a wide range 
of defence engagement and bilateral security 
co-operation with a number of close allies and 
partners in the region.  This will include the 
essential training needed for the military on cold 
weather training exercise.  The role of NATO will 
remain central, as will the UK’s participation in the 
Arctic Security Forces Roundtable forum, which 
promotes security co-operation on issues such 
as situational awareness and search and rescue 
missions.

Governance
Promoting good governance of the Arctic through 
existing fora and legal mechanisms

The vast majority of territory in the Arctic falls 





• In 2004, UK natural and social scientists 
contributed to the Sustainable Development 
Working Group’s “Arctic Human Dimension 
Report”.

• Since 2008, the UK’s Natural Environment 
Research Council (NERC) has been a 
member of the Arctic Council-sponsored 
“Sustaining Arctic Observing Network”, 
which aims to provide an international 
setting for co-ordinating Arctic observational 
networks.

• In 2009, researchers from the University 
of Lancaster contributed to the Arctic 
Monitoring and Assessment Programme’s 
“Persistent Organic Pollutants” report.

• In 2010, UK conservation research groups, 
notably the Zoological Society of London, 
the International Wader Study Group 
and UNEP-WCMC, helped develop the 
Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna’s 
“Arctic Biodiversity Trends” report.

• In 2011, eight UK researchers made 
signi�cant contributions to the Arctic 
Monitoring and Assessment Programme’s 
“Snow, Water, Ice and Permafrost” (SWIPA) 
report.

• Between 2011 and 2013, the Plymouth 
Marine Laboratory has been part of the 
Arctic Council’s “Ocean Acidi�cation Expert 
Group”.  NERC’s Ocean Acidi�cation 
Programme has links with the Arctic 
Monitoring and Assessment Programme’s 
2013 work on ocean acidi�cation.

• In 2012, UK researchers were involved in 
scoping the Arctic Council’s “Arctic Change 
Assessment” - a follow up to the 2004 
Arctic Climate Impact Assessment that UK 
researchers helped develop.  

• In 2012 and 2013, the UK’s Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee input into work on 
ecosystem-based management undertaken 
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