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READING THE  DATA TABLE 

In this table you will find 

terms and abbreviations that 

might not be familiar to you.  

To help we have provided 

the following information: 
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Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts 
of some contaminants.  

WHY ARE THERE CONTAMINANTS IN MY DRINKING WATER? 

The sources of drinking water (both tap and 

bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, 

ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells.  As water 

travels over the surface of the land or through 

the ground it dissolves naturally-occurring min-

erals and,  in some cases radioactive material 

and can pick up substances resulting from the 

presence of animals or from human activity.   

UAF’s drinking water source is from groundwa-

ter wells, as is CUC’s drinking water source. For 

information on CUC’s water quality, please  

view  their report at http://www.akwater.com/

pdf/cuc-ccr.pdf 

 

Contaminants that may be present in source 

water and examples of their sources include: 

 

- Microbial:  viruses, and bacteria that could 

come from  septic systems, agricultural live-

stock operations and wildlife 

http://www.akwater.com/pdf/cuc-ccr.pdf
http://www.akwater.com/pdf/cuc-ccr.pdf
http://water.usgs.gov/edu/groundwater-contaminants.html
http://water.usgs.gov/edu/groundwater-contaminants.html
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To protect drinking water from disease-causing organ-

isms or pathogens, UAF adds chlorine as a disinfectant to 

the campus drinking water.  Trihalomethanes (TTHMs)  

and haloacetic acids (HAA5) form in drinking water 

when chlorine, which is used to disinfect drinking water, 

reacts with natural organic material in the water. It’s 

common for drinking water that is disinfected with chlo-

rine, like ours, to contain some TTHM and HAA5.  

The EPA sets limits on how much TTHM and HAA5 can 

be in drinking water based on a 4 quarter average called 

a locational running  annual average (LRAA).  For 2016, 

UAF did exceed the LRAA for TTHM for all 4 quarters of 

2016.  Notification was provided by e-mail to all employ-

ees and students. 

Health effects from the low level of TTHMs in the UAF 

water system would only come from very long-term con-

sumption of the water. People who drink water contain-

ing TTHMs in excess of the MCL over many years may 

experience problems with their liver, kidneys, or central 

nervous system, and may have an increased risk of get-

ting cancer.   

To reduce the amount of  TTHM and HAA5 in your drink-

ing water, UAF contracted with CUC to supply UAF with 

drinking water.  The water came on line April 8, 2016 

and since March 7, 2017 UAF is bypassing the 1.5 million 

gallon storage tank.  We have seen a decrease in TTHM 

since CUC has come on line. and expect to see further 

reductions in the TTHM numbers; HAA5 dropped below 

reporting limits with the  2016 1st quarter samples.  It 

will take some time before the LRAA for TTHM is below 

the limit, as the average will come down only with re-

peated low values from our quarterly sampling/analysis. 

For additional information on TTHM  and HAA5 ÈÔÔÐÓȡȾȾ

ÓÁÆÅ×ÁÔÅÒȢÚÅÎÄÅÓËȢÃÏÍȾÈÃȾÅÎ-ÕÓȾ

ÃÁÔÅÇÏÒÉÅÓȾςπρτυτωσχ  For information on CUC’s 

water quality, please  view  their report at http://

www.akwater.com/pdf/cuc-ccr.pdf 

 

For UAF- specific information on TTHM, FAޠĀᑉhaf䘀　逰

etpts//

https://safewater.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/201454937
https://safewater.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/201454937
https://safewater.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/201454937
http://www.akwater.com/pdf/cuc-ccr.pdf
http://www.akwater.com/pdf/cuc-ccr.pdf
http://www.uaf.edu/fs/
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead


http://www.akwater.com/pdf/cuc-ccr.pdf
http://www.akwater.com/pdf/cuc-ccr.pdf
http://water.epa.gov/drink/contaminants/secondarystandards.cfm
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Abbreviations Definitions 

ADEC 
Alaska Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion 

N/A 

AL Action Level 
The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, trig-
gers treatment or other requirements which a water system 
must follow. 

CCR Consumer Confidence Report N/A 

CDC Centers for Disease Control N/A 

EI Educational Information N/A 

EPA Environmental Protection Agency N/A 

FDA Food and Drug Administration N/A 

HAA5 Haloacetic Acids N/A 

MCL Maximum Contaminant Level 
The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking 
water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the 
best available treatment technology. 

MCLG Maximum Contaminant Level Goal 
The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which 
there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for 
a margin of safety. 

MRDL Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level 
The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.  
There is convincing evidence that addition of disinfectant is 
necessary for control of microbial contaminants 

MRDLG Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal



 

http://www.uaf.edu/fs/
http://www.uaf.edu/fs/departments/utilities/water-plant/
http://www.akwater.com/pdf/cuc-ccr.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/basic-information-about-lead-drinking-water
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/basic-information-about-lead-drinking-water
https://www.epa.gov/dwstandardsregulations/secondary-drinking-water-standards-guidance-nuisance-chemicals
https://www.epa.gov/dwstandardsregulations/secondary-drinking-water-standards-guidance-nuisance-chemicals
https://www.epa.gov/dwstandardsregulations/secondary-drinking-water-standards-guidance-nuisance-chemicals
http://water.usgs.gov/edu/groundwater-contaminants.html
http://water.usgs.gov/edu/groundwater-contaminants.html
http://www.akwater.com/pdf/cuc-ccr.pdf

